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Transition of Light-Gauge Steel Framed Houses and
Development of 4-Story Steel-Structured Housing Method
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Abstract

In November 2001, light-gauge steel framed houses were legislated under a Building Standard
Law in Japan as a new structural system. In September 2012, the notification was revised. Then,
as for the light-gauge steel framed houses, limit of the number of stories is relaxed, blended structure
with other structure is enabled, and design flexibility is extended. With notification revision, we
had developed the original steel-structured housing system, realized 3- storied and 4 storied houses
at last, by developing high strength bearing wall and joining hardware, improving fireproof
performance of membrane.
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History of technical standards and laws fixed for steel
framed houses

1994 Steel frame construction method was taken up as one of the
themes of a meeting of Urban Steel Society.
The Great Hanshin Earthquake

Standards announced for Rating & Evaluating Steel-Framed

1995
Houses.

Kozai Club (KC) establishes Steel-Framed House Committee.
KC obtains approval of the Minister of Construction based on
Article 38 of former Building Standards Law.

KC-type develops steel-framed houses.

1996

1997

1998

Enactment of Japan’s Housing Quality Assurance Act
2000 Revising of The Building Standards Law
Revision of Article 38 pertaining to KC-type steel-framed

houses.

Notification issued on light-gauge steel-framed houses.
2001 | [Steel-framed houses officially recognized as a type of steel

framed construction.]

Article 1-3 of the Enforcement Regulations provides for the
2002 | approval of the Minister of Construction for KC-type

steel-framed houses.

Revision of the Building Standards Law
2007 | [More stringent structural design, examinations and

inspections. ]

Revision of the notification on light-gauge steel framed

2012 houses
[Limit of the number of stories is relaxed, blended structure

with other structure is enabled.]
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(b) High—stiffness joining method (NS—Super-Frame™)
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