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Contribution to the Kitakyushu Eco-Town Project by Yawata Works, Nippon Steel Corporation
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Abstract

In Japan, accompanying the rapid industrialization since 1960s, many local cities have been taking a
course of developing their economy by raising industries, giving importance to manufacturing industry.
In the meantime, those cities were subjected to environmental issues opposed to people’s life as pollution
problems and have been making efforts to keep harmony between the growth of industry and the devel-
opment of society by controlling the production processes of industry. The global environmental issues
that became to arouse public attention in 1990s have been requiring harmonious solution that might
deny urban civilization, that is, a struggle between society based on industrialized consuming system
and its sustainable development. At the same time, local industrial cities laying themselves under eco-
nomic globalization are required to establish a vision of new industrial city promising sustainable devel-
opment. In Kitakyushu City, “Kitakyushu Eco-town Project” has been promoted since 1996, aiming to
be an “advanced city of environment-related industry”, and Yawata Works of Nippon Steel Corpora-
tion took part in the project as one of the members of Kitakyushu City Environment-related Industries
Committee at the stage of formulation and has been engaged in embodying a part of the project. The
Kitakyushu Eco-town Project is obtaining concrete results for the first time in Japan, which is aiming to
be a state of resource-recycling society. This report is to introduce the addressing of Nippon Steel Corpo-

ration relating to the history and details of the project.
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