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Abstract

Twenty years have already passed since Nippon Steel started developing the equipment and process
diagnosis technologies and putting them to practical use. So far, the technologies have produced many desired
application results in all the aspects of equipment, quality and operation, and are firmly fixed on the operating
site. On the other hand, requirements for an effective operation and maintenance by a select few which fulfill
equipment functions to the maximum are now increasing with a view to coping with an intensified cost
competitiveness. It is considered, therefore, that the equipment and process diagnosis technologies will play
an increasingly important role hereafter. In this paper, described are the contents of development on an off-
line/on-line diagnosis system and some examples of diagnostic results made clear by the equipment and
process diagnosis technologies, together with the direction these technologies should follow in the future.
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