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Abstract

Market trends, whether they be tangible or latent, have been dominated by “invisible hands” - economi-
cal efficiency. However, we are now confronted with a difficult issue : whether we can sustain expanding
growth on a global basis. For sustainable growth, all merchandises must meet a variety of social needs, such
as energy saving, resources conservation, environmental protection, and respect for humanity. Considering
this background, the present paper describes future prospects for new materials which have been expanded
in pursuit of “new functions” and “reasonable prices”, placing emphasis on what changes are expected and
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how to respond to such changes.
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