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U. S. Steel Announces Investment to Build a Direct Reduced Iron Plant at its Electric 

Arc Furnace Mini-Mill 

 

On April 28, 2026, the Board of Directors of United States Steel Corporation (“U. S. Steel”), a wholly owned 

subsidiary of Nippon Steel Corporation, approved the building of a new direct-reduced iron (DRI) plant at 

Big River Steel Works (BRS), the electric arc furnace (EAF) mini-mill complex owned by U. S. Steel in 

Osceola, Arkansas. This investment of approximately $1.9 billion will be one specific investment in Nippon 

Steel’s $11 billion commitment. 

 

Amid the global trend toward decarbonization, the shift to EAF steelmaking is accelerating not only in 

Japan but also overseas, and securing high-quality cold iron sources, the main raw material for EAF 

steelmaking, has become an important issue. U. S. Steel will effectively utilize the high-quality pellets for 

DRI produced at its Keetac mine in Minnesota to manufacture DRI at the new DRI plant. The use of this 

material as the main raw material enables BRS to strengthen cost competitiveness and secure stable 

procurement of the main raw material for EAF steelmaking. 

 

This investment will strengthen U. S. Steel, which continues to create products that are “mined, melted, 

and made in America,” helping enhance its competitive position in the United States. 

  

(Reference) U. S. Steel’s Press Release 

U. S. STEEL ANNOUNCES FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND IN THE UNITED STATES DRI FACILITY AT BIG RIVER 

STEEL WORKS 
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